














Pope Benedict XVI:
2008 World Day of Peace Message

Each year the pope issues an annual message of peace
at the threshold of the New Year. The continuation of
this year's message is summarized here. (Due to the
length of the article, various themes and sections -fifteen
to be exact- will be updated in this bulletin weekly).

Overcoming Conflicts and Disarmament

14. Humanity today is unfortunately experiencing great
division and sharp conflicts which cast dark shadows on

its future. Vast areas of the world are in situations of
increasing tension, while the danger of an increase in the
number of countries possessing nuclear weapons causes
well-founded apprehension. Many civil wars are still being
fought in Africa, even as progress is made on the road to
freedom and democracy. The Middle East still has conflict
and violence, which also affects neighboring nations and
regions and risks drawing them into the spiral of violence.
On a broader scale, one must acknowledge with regret the
growing number of nations engaged in the arms race: even
some poor nations seek to purchase of weapons. The
developed countries profit immensely from the sale of arms,
while the rulers in some poorer countries try to acquire ever
more sophisticated weaponry. It is truly necessary for all
persons of good will to come together to reach concrete
agreements aimed at an effective demilitarization,
especially in the area of nuclear arms. At a time when the
process of nuclear non-proliferation is at a stand-still, | feel
bound to entreat those in authority to resume with greater
determination negotiations for a progressive and mutually
agreed dismantling of existing nuclear weapons. | am
echoing the desire of all those concerned for the future of
humanity with this appeal.

15. 60 years ago the United Nations issued the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights: the human family reacted to
the horrors of the WWII by acknowledging international
unity, based on the equal dignity of all men and women,
and by putting respect for the fundamental rights of
individuals and peoples at the center of human coexistence.
This was a decisive step forward along the difficult and
demanding path towards harmony and peace.

In this New Year, | invite every man and woman to have a
more lively sense of belonging to the one human family,
and to strive to make human coexistence increasingly
reflect this conviction, essential for the establishment of true
and lasting peace. Implore tirelessly from God the great gift
of peace. Trust in the intercession of Mary, who, as the
Mother of the Son of God made flesh for the salvation of all
humanity, is our common Mother.

PLANNED GIVING

Here are some other ways You can help St. Thomas
the Apostle Church continue its mission of serving
God’s people.

= Give a gift of cash or check for general use or a
specific purpose.

=  Give a gift of stocks or bonds. There could be a
significant tax advantage to you if there has been
appreciation in their value and they are
transferred to St. Thomas the Apostle Church.

= A bequest in your will assures that your
possessions are distributed as you desire.

When making a bequest, use the full legal name
and address: Saint Thomas the Apostle Church,
60 Byrd Avenue, Bloomfield, NJ 07003

» Make St. Thomas the Apostle Church partial or
primary beneficiary of a life insurance policy that
is no longer needed for family security. Ask your
insurance company for the forms necessary to
change the beneficiary or to transfer the
ownership to St. Thomas the Apostle Church.

RETROUVAILLE

("Rediscovery") is a program of the Catholic Church
designed to provide practical help and support to
married couples in difficult or painful relationships. The
program, offered by the Office of Family Life Ministries of
the Archdiocese of Newark, begins with a weekend
experience on April 4-6, 2008. For program and fee
information, please contact the Office of Family Life
Ministries at 973-497-4327. RETROUVAILLE can be a
lifeline of hope and healing for the New Year.

ST. MARY’S UPCOMING EVENTS
17 Msgr. Owens’s Place, Nutley, NJ

Virtual Trip to the Holy Land

Thursday, February 28" at 7:00 p-m. — Msgr. Walsh
Hall

Join Anne Breslin, tour guide extraordinaire, for a
comprehensive, multi-media itinerary that will include
stops at all the locations Christ traveled in His lifetime.
Anne, owner of Great Experiences Inc., has visited the
Holy Land over 50 times during the past 25 years. She
will share stories of her travels, show video highlights of
Pope John Paul II's trip there, and help us visualize how
the land and its people have evolved over the past 2000
years.

This is a free presentation. For more information,
please call St. Mary’s Parish Center at (973) - 235-1100
weekdays during business hours.

JESUS THE HEALER

This unforgettable experience of healing presented by
the Franciscan Mystery Players of Notre Dame Church
will take place at St. Mary’s Church, in Nutley,
Sunday, Feb. 24™ at 7:30 p.m.

Through the use of special lighting and sound, this
dramatic meditation promises to be a high point in your
spiritual journey. Because of the intensity of the subject
matter of suffering and death, it may not be
recommended for children. We strongly encourage all
adults and teens to attend this unique and prayerful
presentation. A free-will offering will be taken after the
performance.
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