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Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
Masses for the Week

April 12, 2020
Gospel Reading - John 20:1-9

Saturday, April 11
8:15 pm Dorothy Spera – Friends
Alice Macina – Friend

Sunday, April 12
7:30 am For the People
9:00 am Carolina S. Roc – Family
10:30 am Ernest & Philomena Cordasco & Joseph Bianchi,
Sr. – Wife
12:00 pm Barbara Russomanno – Friend

Today we begin the Easter Season, our 50-day
meditation on the mystery of Christ's Resurrection. Our
Gospel today tells us about the disciples' discovery of
the empty tomb. It concludes by telling us that they did
not yet understand that Jesus had risen from the dead.
Thus, the details provided are not necessarily meant to
offer proof of the Resurrection. The details invite us to
reflect upon a most amazing gift, that is faith in Jesus
and his Resurrection.

Monday, April 13
Monday within the Octave of Easter

7:30 am Ann Barclay – Family
11:30 am Robert Colucci – Family
Tuesday, April 14

Tuesday within the Octave of Easter

7:30 am Deceased members of Lubben Family – Bequest
11:30 am John Joseph Quigley – Friend
Wednesday, April 15
Wednesday within the Octave of Easter

Each of the four Gospels tells us that Jesus' empty tomb
was first discovered by women. This is notable because
in first-century Jewish society women could not serve as
legal witnesses. In the case of John's Gospel, the only
woman attending the tomb is Mary of Magdala. Unlike
the Synoptic accounts, John's Gospel does not describe
an appearance of angels at the tomb. Instead, Mary is
simply said to have observed that the stone that had
sealed the tomb had been moved, and she runs to alert
Simon Peter and the beloved disciple. Her statement to
them is telling. She assumes that Jesus' body has been
removed, perhaps stolen. She does not consider that
Jesus has been raised from the dead.

7:30 am Nina Ofsak
11:30 am Brendan Boyle
Thursday, April 16

Thursday within the Octave of Easter

7:30 am Joan E. Alban – Friend
11:30 am Florence & Nicholas Sottolano – Daughter
Friday, April 17

Friday within the Octave of Easter
7:30 am Nellie Eng – Family
11:30 am Amelia & Fred Reich, Sr. – Friend

Saturday, April 18
Saturday within the Octave of Easter

8:30 am Brian Mescall – Family
5:00 pm Toman Family – Family

Simon Peter and the beloved disciple race to the tomb,
presumably to verify Mary's report. The beloved disciple
arrives first but does not enter the tomb until after Simon
Peter. This detail paints a vivid picture, as does the detail
provided about the burial cloths. Some scholars believe
that the presence of the burial cloths in the tomb offers
evidence to the listener that Jesus' body had not been
stolen (it is understood that grave robbers would have
taken the burial cloths together with the body).

Sunday, April 19
Second Sunday of Easter
7:30 am Peter Ciulla, Jr. – Aunt
9:00 am For the People
10:30 am Marie Simko – Cousin
12:00 pm Norma Amato – Family

Due to the Coronavirus all public masses are
canceled. The priests will be fulfilling all
mass intention obligations.

PRAY FOR OUR SICK
Anyone requesting a prayer shawl or lap robe
for a person in need is asked to call the parish center.

The Gospel passage concludes, however, that even
having seen the empty tomb and the burial cloths, the
disciples do not yet understand about the Resurrection.
In the passage that follows, Mary of Magdala meets
Jesus but mistakes him for the gardener. In the weeks
ahead, the Gospel readings from our liturgy will show us
how the disciples came to believe in Jesus' Resurrection
through his appearances to them. Our Easter faith is
based on their witness to both the empty tomb and their
ontinuing relationship with Jesus—in his appearances
and in his gift of the Holy Spirit.

Deacon Al Tizzano

REST IN PEACE
John Donato

SANCTUARY CANDLE INTENTIONS
CHURCH: Paul Neczipil
RECTORY: Bridget Kochuk & David Kossak
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From the Pastor’s Desk…
Dear Parish Family,
He is Risen!
Alleluia!
Happy Easter!
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad for it is the day that changed our world and
our lives.
The empty tomb shows us the power that Christ has over death. His Resurrection has opened for us the gates
of Heaven. Easter has given us the hope of everlasting life with God in Heaven.
I’m writing this letter on March 27th. I’m not sure what the coronavirus pandemic will look like when you
read this, as the situation changes by the hour. I’m praying that the worst of the crisis will have peaked by now.
Let’s hope!
Hope is at the center of the Easter message. For the early Christians, the Risen Savior gave them hope,
despite incredible obstacles. Such a hope can change the way we look at each and every day. It can give us what
we need to overcome our feelings of despair, anxiety, and grief. It can give us what we need to move forward.
There is hope for the living and the dead. There is hope for every day-no matter what storms and loss come
our way.
Resurrection is what we need. Resurrection is what our world needs. Resurrection is hope for every day, in
every situation.
May the peace, hope, and joy of the Risen Savior be with you and your family!
Love,

PRAYER FOR A PANDEMIC
May we who are merely inconvenienced
Remember those whose lives are at stake.
May we who have no risk factors
Remember those most vulnerable.
May we who have the luxury of working from home
Remember those who must choose between preserving
their health or making their rent.
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children
when schools close
Remember those who have no options.
May we who have to cancel our trips
Remember those that have no place to go.
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult
of the economic market
Remember those who have no margin at all.
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home
Remember those who have no home.
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our
arms around each other,
Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to
our neighbors.
AMEN

PARISH CENTER PHONE HOURS ONLY
M - F 9AM - 3PM SAT 9AM – 1PM
Leave a message for a return call back

Website: www.stachurchbloomfield.com
Facebook: Saint Thomas the Apostle
Twitter: @stachurchnj YouTube: sta bloomfield nj
Living the 3 T’s By sharing your Time, Talent, &
Treasure
What shall I return to the Lord for all His goodness to
me? (psalm 116: 12)
Easter is a good time to rejoice in what the Lord has
done for each of us, and to look back at what we have
done and given back to Him and His / Our Church. It is
also a very good time to recommit to being more
generous by sharing our Time, Talent and Treasure for
the Lord and others

View this bulletin online at:
http://stachurchbloomfield.com/bulletin
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EXTRAORDINARY MOMENT OF PRAYER
PRESIDED OVER BY POPE FRANCIS
Sagrato of St Peter’s Basilica
Friday, 27 March 2020

“When evening had come” (Mk 4:35). The Gospel passage we have just heard begins like this. For weeks now it has
been evening. Thick darkness has gathered over our squares, our streets and our cities; it has taken over our lives,
filling everything with a deafening silence and a distressing void, that stops everything as it passes by; we feel it in
the air, we notice in people’s gestures, their glances give them away. We find ourselves afraid and lost. Like the
disciples in the Gospel we were caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm. We have realized that we are
on the same boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, all of us called to
row together, each of us in need of comforting the other. On this boat… are all of us. Just like those disciples, who
spoke anxiously with one voice, saying “We are perishing” (v. 38), so we too have realized that we cannot go on
thinking of ourselves, but only together can we do this.
It is easy to recognize ourselves in this story. What is harder to understand is Jesus’ attitude. While his disciples are
quite naturally alarmed and desperate, he stands in the stern, in the part of the boat that sinks first. And what does
he do? In spite of the tempest, he sleeps on soundly, trusting in the Father; this is the only time in the Gospels we
see Jesus sleeping. When he wakes up, after calming the wind and the waters, he turns to the disciples in a
reproaching voice: “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” (v. 40).
Let us try to understand. In what does the lack of the disciples’ faith consist, as contrasted with Jesus’ trust? They
had not stopped believing in him; in fact, they called on him. But we see how they call on him: “Teacher, do you
not care if we perish?” (v. 38). Do you not care: they think that Jesus is not interested in them, does not care about
them. One of the things that hurts us and our families most when we hear it said is: “Do you not care about me?” It
is a phrase that wounds and unleashes storms in our hearts. It would have shaken Jesus too. Because he, more
than anyone, cares about us. Indeed, once they have called on him, he saves his disciples from their
discouragement.
The storm exposes our vulnerability and uncovers those false and superfluous certainties around which we have
constructed our daily schedules, our projects, our habits and priorities. It shows us how we have allowed to become
dull and feeble the very things that nourish, sustain and strengthen our lives and our communities. The tempest
lays bare all our prepackaged ideas and forgetfulness of what nourishes our people’s souls; all those attempts that
anesthetize us with ways of thinking and acting that supposedly “save” us, but instead prove incapable of putting us
in touch with our roots and keeping alive the memory of those who have gone before us. We deprive ourselves of
the antibodies we need to confront adversity.
In this storm, the façade of those stereotypes with which we camouflaged our egos, always worrying about our
image, has fallen away, uncovering once more that (blessed) common belonging, of which we cannot be deprived:
our belonging as brothers and sisters.

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, your word this evening strikes us and regards us, all of us. In this

world, that you love more than we do, we have gone ahead at breakneck speed, feeling powerful and able to do
anything. Greedy for profit, we let ourselves get caught up in things, and lured away by haste. We did not stop at
your reproach to us, we were not shaken awake by wars or injustice across the world, nor did we listen to the cry
of the poor or of our ailing planet. We carried on regardless, thinking we would stay healthy in a world that was
sick. Now that we are in a stormy sea, we implore you: “Wake up, Lord!”.
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“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?” Lord, you are calling to us, calling us to faith. Which is not so much

believing that you exist, but coming to you and trusting in you. This Lent your call reverberates urgently: “Be
converted!”, “Return to me with all your heart” (Joel 2:12). You are calling on us to seize this time of trial as a time
of choosing. It is not the time of your judgement, but of our judgement: a time to choose what matters and what
passes away, a time to separate what is necessary from what is not. It is a time to get our lives back on track with
regard to you, Lord, and to others. We can look to so many exemplary companions for the journey, who, even
though fearful, have reacted by giving their lives. This is the force of the Spirit poured out and fashioned in
courageous and generous self-denial. It is the life in the Spirit that can redeem, value and demonstrate how our
lives are woven together and sustained by ordinary people – often forgotten people – who do not appear in
newspaper and magazine headlines nor on the grand catwalks of the latest show, but who without any doubt are in
these very days writing the decisive events of our time: doctors, nurses, supermarket employees, cleaners,
caregivers, providers of transport, law and order forces, volunteers, priests, religious men and women and so very
many others who have understood that no one reaches salvation by themselves. In the face of so much suffering,
where the authentic development of our peoples is assessed, we experience the priestly prayer of Jesus: “That they
may all be one” (Jn 17:21). How many people every day are exercising patience and offering hope, taking care to
sow not panic but a shared responsibility. How many fathers, mothers, grandparents and teachers are showing our
children, in small everyday gestures, how to face up to and navigate a crisis by adjusting their routines, lifting their
gaze and fostering prayer. How many are praying, offering and interceding for the good of all. Prayer and quiet
service: these are our victorious weapons.

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith”? Faith begins when we realize we are in need of salvation. We are not selfsufficient; by ourselves we founder: we need the Lord, like ancient navigators needed the stars. Let us invite Jesus
into the boats of our lives. Let us hand over our fears to him so that he can conquer them. Like the disciples, we
will experience that with him on board there will be no shipwreck. Because this is God’s strength: turning to the
good everything that happens to us, even the bad things. He brings serenity into our storms, because with God life
never dies.

The Lord asks us and, in the midst of our tempest, invites us to reawaken and put into practice that solidarity and
hope capable of giving strength, support and meaning to these hours when everything seems to be floundering.
The Lord awakens so as to reawaken and revive our Easter faith. We have an anchor: by his cross we have been
saved. We have a rudder: by his cross we have been redeemed. We have a hope: by his cross we have been
healed and embraced so that nothing and no one can separate us from his redeeming love. In the midst of isolation
when we are suffering from a lack of tenderness and chances to meet up, and we experience the loss of so many
things, let us once again listen to the proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is living by our side. The Lord asks
us from his cross to rediscover the life that awaits us, to look towards those who look to us, to strengthen,
recognize and foster the grace that lives within us. Let us not quench the wavering flame (cf. Is 42:3) that never
falters, and let us allow hope to be rekindled.
Embracing his cross means finding the courage to embrace all the hardships of the present time, abandoning for a
moment our eagerness for power and possessions in order to make room for the creativity that only the Spirit is
capable of inspiring. It means finding the courage to create spaces where everyone can recognize that they are
called, and to allow new forms of hospitality, fraternity and solidarity. By his cross we have been saved in order to
embrace hope and let it strengthen and sustain all measures and all possible avenues for helping us protect
ourselves and others. Embracing the Lord in order to embrace hope: that is the strength of faith, which frees us
from fear and gives us hope.

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith”? Dear brothers and sisters, from this place that tells of Peter’s rock-solid

faith, I would like this evening to entrust all of you to the Lord, through the intercession of Mary, Health of the
People and Star of the stormy Sea. From this colonnade that embraces Rome and the whole world, may God’s
blessing come down upon you as a consoling embrace. Lord, may you bless the world, give health to our bodies
and comfort our hearts. You ask us not to be afraid. Yet our faith is weak and we are fearful. But you, Lord, will not
leave us at the mercy of the storm. Tell us again: “Do not be afraid” (Mt 28:5). And we, together with Peter, “cast
all our anxieties onto you, for you care about us” (cf. 1 Pet 5:7).
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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE

300 CLUB

St. Thomas the Apostle and your Finance Committee invite you and your friends to participate
in our “300 Club”. You will find that this Club is better than State Lotteries, Casino Slots, or
Bingo. Here is how it works...

ONLY 300 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD!!!
Prizes are as follows:
First Prize is $ 10,500.00 or 35% of tickets sold
Second Prize is $ 3,000.00 or 10% of tickets sold
Third Prize is $ 1,500.00 or 5% of tickets sold
By completing the form below, you will not only help your parish repair and maintain your
parish buildings but you will also have the opportunity to win a tremendous amount of money.
With only 300 possible tickets, the odds of winning are much better than any other lottery or
raffle.
You can purchase a ticket for yourself or in partnership with someone else. If you decide to
purchase in a partnership, please include all names in the partnership on this form.

The Raffle will be held on Thursday May 28, 2020

--------------------------------------------------------Application Form

Reserve your tickets now!!

_______ Ticket(s) for 300 Club @ $ 100.00 each
Name or Names (please print):

.........................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................
Address..........................................................................................................................
City ………........................................ State .................................... Zip .......................
Telephone (

) ..........................................................................................................

Make checks payable to St. Thomas the Apostle Church.
Winner need not be present to win. Send this form along with your check to:
St. Thomas the Apostle Church, 60 Byrd Avenue, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 Attention: 300 Club
Church ID # 41-1-16464

Raffle License # RA: 3555
6
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Residential &
Commercial

Over 18 Years
Experience

1218 Broad St. • Bloomfield, NJ 07003
Tel: 973-338-3700 • Fax: 973-338-7560

www.brookdaledentalgroup.com

High Quality Service at

Tree Experts for:
Reasonable Prices
• Removal
Payment plans available
• Pruning
YEAR ROUND SERVICE
Lic. # 13VH03451800
• Trimming
Marvin G. Monge
Free Estimates
• Stump Grinding
Fully Insured
• Storm Damage marvin@happytreesbymgm.com
Bloomfield, NJ

(973) 338-0506

Tel: 973.743.7434
Fax: 973.743.3736
Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low.
Contact us today to get a free analysis to see if we can help
Save you money with your monthly payments on your
commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail, Office Building,
Apartment and Condos. Can close in as little as 45 days!
Four season customer service is our top priority.

www.duqfunding.com
1650 Market Street - Suite 3600, Philadelphia, PA 19103

973-632-0337

Michael Wallis, Owner
Former St. Thomas Student
• Fall & Spring Clean ups
• Lawn Maintenance
• Shrub Pruning
• Mulching
• Brush Removal
• Topsoil

WEEKLY & BI-WEEKLY
GRASS CUTS
STARTING AT $25

SPRING CLEAN-UP

SPECIAL

20% OFF WITH AD

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
KITCHEN - BATHS - WINDOWS - DOORS
All Types of Remodeling
578 Broad St. Bloomfield, NJ 07003
RICHARDPROBSTGENERALCONTRACTOR.COM

J.Q. Automotive
1050 Broad Street
Bloomfield

973-893-9239

Foreign & Domestic Repair Specialist
Family Owned, Operated & Trusted For 25 Yrs.
Computer Diagnostic Specialists
Emission Repair Facility • Brake Service
Exhaust Systems • Front End Repairs
Electrical Repairs • Transmission Service
Air Conditioning Service

NOW HIRING

NANNIES & SITTERS in NJ

Flexible to fit your schedule
collegesitters.com/summitnj/join

908-516-2606

Log onto

www.jppc.net

What’s My Name?
The #WHATSMYNAME
Movement asks everyone to
simply ask drivers “What’s my
name?” before entering their
vehicle to make sure it is the car
they are supposed to enter.

#WHATSMYNAME
In Remembrance of
Samantha Josephson

conveniently from
your home or office.

Online Catalog
Online Ordering
Online Proofing

Mallory’s Army
Foundation
United Together In The
Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness...

All Major Credit
Cards Accepted
FREE UPS
GROUND
SHIPPING!
SHIPPING

BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

BUILD YOUR
COMMUNITY

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

- Shop Local -

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE THIS BULLETIN POSSIBLE!

595 St. Thomas the Apostle, Bloomfield, NJ (I)

Wedding
Invitations &
Holiday Cards

Text MALLORYSARMY
to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Garner Bros.

A.A. SANTANGELO
Plumbing & Heating

PLUMBING and
HEATING

NO JOB TOO SMALL

973-235-1839
Parishioner

Est. 1918
93 Bay Avenue
Bloomfield, NJ

NJ Lic#6523

973-748-0981

Res. • Comm. - Lic. #15098

Lic. No. 8995

973-893-1411

Parishioner

Bloomﬁeld, NJ - Parishioner

BLOOMFIELD
AUTO BODY
236 Broad St., Bloomfield

973-748-2608

“

“Your Ring...We Bring”

Windows, Roofing
Siding, Decking,
Masonry

973-743-3333

www.ZiZiaPizza.com
80 Bay Ave
Bloomfield, NJ
Follow us
on Instagram

973-857-1555

carolancontractors.com
ed@carolancontractors.com • Instagram & Facebook @carolancontractors

Joseph Perrone ~ Parishioner

Free Estimates and Fully Insured

PERRONE CONSTRUCTION

Italian-American
Cuisine

MASON & GENERAL CONTRACTORS
973-759-4643

800-545-1020
www.AIRGROUPLLC.COM

24 Washington Ave.
Nutley, NJ
973-235-0505

Stucco Specialist • Brick/Stone • Sidewalks • Patios
Waterproofing • Steps • Driveway • Retaining Walls
Brick Pavers • Belgium Block

www.AmericanBistro.net
Catering On and
Off Premises

DISCOUNT FOR SENIORS

Schumacher Chevrolet
8 Main Street • Little Falls, NJ

Service & Parts
Mon.-Fri.: 9AM-6PM
Sat.: 8AM-1PM

Serving Northern New Jersey For Over 75 Years • New And Used Car Sales
Same Family, Same Location

973-256-1065 • www.schumacherchevy.com

T: (973) 669-2550 • C: (973) 687-5980
www.luigiconstruction.com
Demolition & Excavating • Rubbish Removal • Snow Removal
10% Off Any Job With This Ad

24 HR.

ROAD SERVICE

TOWING
& RECOVERY

JumpStarts • Flat Tires • Fuel
Lock-Outs • Mobile Battery Installation
Towing • Etc.

973-680-0097

595 St. Thomas the Apostle, Bloomfield, NJ (back)

New & Used Car Sales
Mon.-Thurs.: 9AM-8PM
Fri.: 9AM-6PM • Sat.: 9AM-5PM

O’BOYLE
FUNERALHOME
Michael H. O’Boyle, Dir.
N.J. Lic. No. 3067

307-309 Broad Street, Bloomfield, NJ

973-748-1246

“An Independent Family Owned Funeral Home”
John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

